Rapid isolation of Escherichia coli minicells by glass-fiber filtration: study of plasmid-coded polypeptides.
A filtration technique is described to purify Escherichia coli chi 1488 minicells much more rapidly than the usual method involving sucrose gradient centrifugation, and to produce minicells that have not been subjected to osmotic stress. The minicells so prepared are metabolically active as indicated by the in vivo incorporation of [35S]methionine into plasmid-coded polypeptides.